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	Media Category
	Title or Name

of Media
	Author/

Publisher
	Copyright
Date
	Brief

Description   
	Catalog

#

	Print
	Fingerprinting

(Teachers Guide Grades 4-8)
	Jeremy J. Ahouse
Jacqueline Barber
	1987
	It is a resource for tying science into mystery category.

It has 3 sessions—making and classifying fingerprints and 
solving a crime.  Science themes of systems & interactions, 
stability, evolution and diversity.  Skills of observing, classifying,

drawing conclusions and inferences.
	TR
SCI

	Print
	Science Detectives
How Scientists solved six

real-life mysteries.
	Kids Can Press
	2006
	Science tie in.  Great illustrations.  It has 6 real life cases with an
introduction and case files that have the information scientists used

to solve the case.
	TR
SCI

	Print
	Life Picture Puzzle
	Life Books
	2007
	Can you spot the differences from one picture to another. Getting
the sleuths to hone in on visual clues.  Picture puzzle book.
	793.73
LIF

	Print
	Top Shelf Forensics
	Barbra Deslich 
John Funkhouser
	2003 
	Science tie in.  Examines the world of criminal science.  National 
Standards.  Trace evidence analysis hair, fiber, blood, glass and soil.

Lots of great labs.
	TR
SCI

363.2

	Print
	Mystery Festival
(Teacher’s Guide

Grades 2-8)
	Kevin Beals
Carolyn Willard
	1994
	Two mysteries.  Excellent resource for science mysteries!  Very well 
laid out lesson plans.  Covers themes of systems & interactions, matter,

patterns of change, stability, scale, structure and diversity.  Has math 

tie ins too!
	TR
SCI

	Print
	40 Fabulous Math Mysteries
Kids Can’t Resist
	Scholastic Professional
Books
	2001
	Totally reproducible!  Great 2-3 page math mysteries.  Connections to
National Standards.
	TR
MATH

	Print
	Eye in the Sky
	Raymond Miller
	2004
	This  spy satellite challenge.  Middle school students who have recently 
discovered google earth will love this mystery!  It’s like a Where’s 

Waldo from the sky! 
	TR
SCI



	Print
	Crime Scene Investigation
	Barbara Harris
Kris Hohlmeier

Robert Kiel
	1999
	Covers the crime, the investigation and the trial.  Lots of great science
activities.
	TR

SCI  

	Print
	Crime Lab Chemistry
(Teacher’s Guide Grades

4-8)
	Jacqueline Barber
Kevin Beals
	2004
	This teacher’s guide uses chromatography to solve mysteries. Excellent 
science activities.  Covers themes:  systems, interactions and models.
	TR
SCI

	Print
	Bringing Mysteries Alive for 
Children and Young Adults
	Jeanette Larson
	2004
	Covers the history of mystery, types of mystery, integrating mysteries 
into the curriculum a series mysteries.  I love this resource and have

used it a lot!  Lots of activities!  Great bibliography features tons of great

mystery books and appropriate grade levels.
	TR
MC

028.56

	Print
	Partners in Crime
Integrating Language Arts and

Forensic Science Grades 5-8
	E.K. Hein
	2005
	Great resource.  Vocabulary, labs and springboards for writing for each
forensic chapter.
	TR 
SCI

	Print
	That’s Weird:  Awesome
Science  Mysteries
	Kendall Haven
	2001
	This book deals with more of the science-fiction type science.  Black Holes
to mythical monsters!  Looks at science, fact or fiction, activities and 

references in each chapter!  This grade loves to explore the unexplained 

mysteries.
	TR

SCI

001.94



	Print
	30 Second Mysteries:
Case Files
	Bob Moog
Jeff Pinsker


	2006
	This is great to use as warm activities.  It is filled with whodunits and 

mind-benders.  It has 280 mysteries.  This book can be played as a game it has a spinner included.
	793.73
MOO

	Print
	You Be the Detective
	Marvin Miller
	1991
	Great warm up activity or available in classroom for students to pick up on their
own.  It has some visuals for solving a mystery.  Each mystery 3-4 pages.
	793.73
MIL

	Print
	Death Comes to Dinner
	Marvin Miller
	1995
	Great for in the classroom.  Students will like that each mystery can be scored on
how quickly you solve the mystery.  Each mystery has some fun visuals and stories are 3-4 pages long.
	TR
MC

	Print
	Great Book of Whodunit 
Puzzles
	Falcon Travis
	1993
	Great for classroom use.  Visuals and 3-4 page mysteries.
	TR
MC

	Print
	You’re the Detective
	Lawrence Treat
	1983
	Solve 24 picture mysteries.  One page story.  Questions that prompt you to look at

the picture to solve the mystery.  Great for classroom.
	TR
MC

	Pint
	Detective Science
	Jim Wiese
	1996
	This book has 40 crime solving activities.  Short activities.  Great science tie in.
	TR
SCI

363.2

	People/
Visual
	O’Dell Owens
	Hamilton County
Coroner
	2006
	Speaker.  Excellent resource.  Talked about forensic science in our county.  Power Point presentation.  Slides a little gruesome.  Kept students attention for the entire period.  Allowed for Q & A.
	

	Visual
	Sidewalk Chalk
	
	
	Used for outline “dead body”.  Great attention getter.  Some labs call for chalk.
	Mystery Box

	Visual
	Caution Tape
	
	
	Great attention getter and way to advertise an upcoming mystery unit.  Some crime 
scenes will require this in the activity booklets.
	Mystery 
Box

	People
	Cpl. Boiman
	Sheriff Department
	2007
	Tapped on this officer to talk about crime scene fingerprinting.  He came with a finger-print kit for each student to take home.  Hint:  do not pass these out until they are ready to go home!  Spoke for 20 minutes and Q & A for 10 minutes.
	

	Print
	Murder Mystery File
	Collected by
Karen Reiber
	2007
	Lists of books that fall into the category of Murder Mysteries.  It is great not to recreate
this list every time a teacher does this unit.  Update periodically.
	MC
File 

Cabinet

	Print
	Mystery File
	Collected by 
Karen Reiber
	2006
	This file contains lists of mysteries available in the MC.  Research on books that MC does not currently own.  I use this file often.  
	MC
File 

Cabinet

	Visual
	Types of Mysteries Cards
	Karen Reiber
	2006
	Laminated signs to use with Mystery Book Chat.
	Mystery 
Box

	Print
	Who Killed Mr. Chipendale
	Mel Glen
	2005
	A mystery in poems.  Content for more mature readers.  Exposing to poetry and mystery.
	808.1
GLE

	Print
	Christopher Killer:  A Forensic
Mystery
	Ferguson Alane
	2006
	A great forensic mystery.  Female character would like to a coroner like her father. She gets hired by her dad.  Great forensic descriptions—take reader to the edge without making them sick.  A love interest and an absent mother make this a great read.  It has gotten rave reviews by my students.  This is a series—second one is out Angel of Death.

This title has 15 copies for literature circles.
	F
ALA

	Print 
	The Case of the Killer Bugs
	Jay Montavon
	2000
	This is one in a series called Digital Detectives Mysteries.  The unique part of this book is that you need to log on to the internet to get additional clues.  The idea is great and currently the site is still operational however additional copies of this book are not available and the author site is now down.  Site has some great visuals.
	F
MON

PB

	Text/

Computer
	http://kids.mysterynet.com/
	Mystery Net
	2007
	This is a great internet site.  It is full of great mysteries and crime stories.  It also has 
mysteries written by kids.
	

	Manipulative
	Digital Camera
	
	
	Digital camera for taking pictures of crime scenes.  Taking pictures of critical evidence.
	MC
Office

	Print/

Simulation
	The Pharaoh’s Curse
A Murderous Melodrama
Rock ‘n’ Roll Over 
	Janet Dickey
	2006
	Kits that have teacher manual, student files, some manipulative.  Each kit solves one mystery.  They are interactive mysteries.
	TR

	Video
	Exploring Genres
	SVE Churchill Media
	1999
	Exploring the different genres in a short video.  Mystery
is included.
	VID
800

EXP

	Print
	Teaching Genre
	Tara McCarthy
	1996
	For grades 4-8 this teacher guide explores 9 types of literature to develop lifelong readers and writers.
	TR 
LA

	Print
	Teen Genreflecting
	Diana Tixier Hearld
	2003
	Excellent resource.  Each chapter a different genre of books.  A summary for each book listed.  Highly recommend. 
	TR
MC

	Print
	Best Books for Middle School and Junior High Readers
	John Thomas
Gillespie
	2004
	A very comprehensive book--list titles with very short summaries.  Covers literary forms, arts and entertainment,  history and geography, physical and applied sciences and much more.  Mystery is included.  Great for grade level books.
	TR
MC

	Print
	The American History Detective
	Stacie Hutton
	2005
	This book contains 15 historic re-created scenarios where kids discover the history behind the clues.  Social Studies into mysteries.
	TR
SS

	Visual
Manipulative
	The Great Forensic Challenge
	Barron’s
	2005
	Hands on forensics.  This box contains a booklet to read about the crime, check the criminal files, slides with evidence on them, identity cards and much more.  A fun quick way to explore a crime scene and investigation.
	Mystery 
Box
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